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| andowners and Internet Use
Survey Results

AMA 2000 survey: 71% respondents on-line

AMA, NH, VT 2001 survey: 74%
respondents on-line

ADaily use? 49%  weekly use? 26%

AObtain tree/forest info online? 19%



What is ACORN?

A A Local, interactive internet resource for
the Westfield and Deerfield watersheds of
western Massachusetts



Goals

A Encourage Informed Landowner Decisions

A Connect people to local people and
Information and organizations

A Encourage people to see land as a part of
the larger whole

A Attract new landowners
A Share Information



VT ACORN

AC@RN A CoOperative Resource Network

| @ for the WEST and DEERFIELD WATERSHEDS of southern Vermont @

| Home | Acorn MapSERVER |

MAKE A MAP
-0R-
1st TIME MAP HELP

! NEW: CONSERVED LANDS
DATA LAYER

ASK FORESTRY
| QUESTIONS

(NEW and continually
| updated)

TALK TO OTHER
LANDOWNERS

June Highlight:

Bennington County Sustainable
Forest Consortium

The Bennington County Sustainable Forest
Consortium (BCSFC), new in 2007, is a
collaborative between forest landowners,
consulting foresters, loggers, the Bennington
County Conservation District (BCCD), and the
Bennington County Forester’s office (where
forester Nate Fice resides). The consortium
hopes to promote dialogue and learning between
forest landowners, resources professionals, and
the general public, and encourage landowners to
think of their forests in a sustainable manner.

For more information on BCSFC or to sign up for
workshops, contact Shelly Stiles, Bennington
County Conservation District, at 802-442-2275 or
shelly.stiles@bccd.sover.net.

For forestry related assistance, contact Nate
Fice, Bennington County Forester, at
802-375-1217 or Nate.Fice@state.vt.us.

See the rest of this month's
highlight here.
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Monthly Highlight:
May 2011: Harvesting with Horses in the Highlands

Kip Porter Mike, Jack and Rock are three

| Belgian horses who spend their days working
in the forests of western Massachusetts. The
man behind the reins is Kip Porter, a
Worthington native. Kip has worked with draft
horses on and off for over 20 years. If you are
a summer Fair goer you may have seen him
at a horse pull. Now it's his wife, Mary Beth,
who does the pulls while Kip spends his time
in the forest, logging with his horses.

Read more...
See Your Land Ask an Expert
View Aerial Photos, Find Your Land, See Submit questions about your land or
nearby environmental features local woods

Exchange Info with Others

Share information about your land and  Contact information for land trusts,

local nature foresters, and conservation organizations
waorking in your town

Find Help in Your Town

Site last updated: 5/26/2011

How did you hear about us?

Postcard v

Vote Results

SIGN UP.

FOR NOTIFICATION
OF MONTHLY UPDATE
FORACORN

TAKE A SURVEY

ENTER TO WIN A
FREE VISIT TO YOUR LAND
BY AN ACORN FORESTER!

Meet our Survey VWinner

Monthly Poetry Selection

May 2011: Flower-Gathering

Selection from Leopold's
"A Sand County
Almanac”

May 2011: On a Monument
tothe Pigeon
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Home P My Woods

My Woods ==

Your woods are a part of a larger landscape or surrounding area. Learn about your Woods, how your Woods fit into the Landscape, or the
many Communities and organizations in the area by clicking the appropriate link below.

P Your Woods
P Your Landscape

P  Your Community

SEE YOUR LAND

MASSACORN MAP VIEWER




Your Woods
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Home » My Woods » YourWoods

Your Woods = =

Your Woods Knowing more about your land can help you enjoy it in new, different ways. Here are some helpful links
to help you know more about your land and its conservation.

Your Landscape

= Vegetation
Your Community
o Tree |dentification - Learn how to identify trees
See Your Land o Forest Landowner Factsheets - Information about different tree species
o Autumn Foliage - Information on the biological changes behind seasonal foliage colors
o To learn more about the story of your forest, read a book by Tom Wessels "Reading the Forested
Landscape A MNatural History of New England”
SIGN UP . fo:r;:; g;:::fgsing link to see New England Farests Through Time: Insights from the Harvard

FOR NOTIFICATION

OF hr*g:}\lé%mﬂﬁ Wildlife and Biodiversity
* Keeping Track - Stewardship of wildlife habitat
e Track ID

TAKE A SURVEY ® Animal ID

ENTER TO WIN A * Animal Sign
FREE VISIT TO YOUR LAND ® Scat
BY AN ACORN FORESTER! e |D Book

e Ecological Landscaping Association
® Nasami Farm
* Yernal Pools
* ehird
e Cornell Lab of Ornithology
* Turtle Conservation Project
e Threatened and endangered species and the private landowner
* USGS Biodiversity Page - Definitions and links to a variety of biodiversity topics
* Manomet Maine Center For Conservation Sciences - Provides scientific information and practical

tools to help manage and conserve forest biodiversity
Pests, Diseases, and Invasive Species

* Forest Pests of North America - Information, fact sheets, and publications relating to forestry,

entomology, agriculture and invasive species

Invasives & Exotics - An accessible and easily used archive of high quality images related to

forest health and silviculture, with particular emphasis on educational applications

* Massachusetts Invasive Species - State invasive species activities and programs

® Eastern Forest Environmental Threat Assessment Center. See the forest threats surmmary
viewer, a tool that provides images, threat distribution maps, additional forestry contact



Your Landscape

Your Woods

M aS SACOI"n A CoOperative vRe"source Network
for the Westfield and Deerfield watersheds of western Massachusetts :

See Your Land | Share Info | Ask an Expert | Find Local Help | My Woods | About ‘ Monthly Update ‘ Gallery 1

Your Landscape

Your Community

See Your Land

SIGN UP

FOR NOTIFICATION
OF MONTHLY UPDATE
FORACORN

TAKE A SURVEY

ENTER TO WIN A
FREE VISIT TO YOUR LAND
BY AN ACORN FORESTER!

Home b My Woods P Your Landscape

Your Landscape ==

The Landscape Scale

Forests are one of the most important resources in the MassAcorn area covering 82% of the region,
over 80% of these forests are owned by private landowners. Each acre owned by you and the 14,700
other private landowners fit together like the pieces in a puzzle. Many landowner goals require area
much larger than typical ownerships.

MassACORN features tools to help you learn more about your landscape. The MapServer allows you to
"see your land" and the resources around it. Learning more about your landscape also means talking
with friends and neighbors to share information or experiences, find out what they're doing, or consider
some joint activities. MassACORN allows you to exchange information with other landowners. You can
also e-mail your questions to an expert.

Wildlife | Recreation | Land Conservation | Forest Management | ¥Water

Wildlife

Some wildlife have habitat requirements that extend beyond an individual property. A few examples of
animal home ranges include:

* MNorthemn Short-tailed Shrew - 1 to 1% acres

* Snowshoe Hare - 10acres

* Eastern Garter Snake - Sacres

® Black bear - 15 mile radius

* White-tailed deer- 2 to 3 sq mi.

® Fisher- 4 to 7 mile radius

Some wildlife require large forest blocks of habitat - see Mapserver to find out where these are in the
massacorn area. Looking at the habitat around your land can help inform your wildlife management
decisions. Coordinating with a neighbor to improve habitat can have a larger impact for wildlife. Speaking
with a forester can help you learn more about your landscape and evaluate options that will help you
meet your goals.

Find your land in the landscape
Find a forester working in my town

.
.
e Upland Habitat Management

e Old Growth Forest in Massachusetts
.

.

The MNature Conservancy - Reserves
Restaring Old-Grawth Chararteristins



Your Community
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Home » My Woods b Your Community
Your Community o =
Your Woods The "ACORN Community" consists of 38 towns in the Deerfield and Westfield River watersheds of

western Massachusetts. For a map of the MassAcom towns see mapserver. Listed below are many
other "communities” — clubs and organizations - surrounding specific interests, hobbies, and activities

Your Landscape

Your Community on the local and regional level.
See Your Land Wildlife
* Birding
o Trout Stocking
* “olunteer for Salmon Stocking
SIGN UP * Vemal Pool Association
Fon NATRca e The Turtle Conservation Project
bt o Trout Unlimited - MA and Rl
FORACORN ® Ducks Unlimited
o Ruffed Grouse Society
o Wild Turkey Federation
TAKE A SURVEY ® Division of Fish and Wildlife
R o Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program
ENTER TO WIN A
FREE VISIT TO YOUR l:r\ND Recreation
BY AN ACORN FORESTER!

Williamsburg Trails

Berkshire Trails Council

Appalachian Mountain Club Berkshire Chapter

New England Mountain Bike Association

Snow Mobile Association of Massachusetts - SAM
Western MA cross country ski association

The Trustees of Reservations

Screaming Toadstool - Berkshire Mycrological Society

® & o 0 0 0 00

Water

* Caontact Information for your Town

o Deetfield River Watershed Association
* Westfield River Watershed Association
.
.

The Riverways Program
Westfield Wild and Scenic
Land Conservation

e Franklin Land Trust
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Select mapping operation (display
map or get information about a
specific layer)

[CreateMap =]

Choose your preferred background
{aerial photo or topo map)

[ No Background x|

n :.nh:l);:,'(iu map layers you'd like
I River/Lakes

M Towns Boundaries

" Elevation

" Roads

" Landuse

T Wetlands

[T Conserved Lands

I Large Forest Blocks

™ Intenior Forest Habitats

[T Certified Vemnal Pools

™ Prionty Habitats of Rare Species
I Estmated Habitats of Rare Wildlife

Encouraging Landowners to see themselves as a part of a larger landscape!!!



Your Local Landscape

n Select mapping operation (display
map or get information about a
specific layer)

|Create Map  ¥|

Choose your preferred background
(aerial photo or topo map)

| Onthophotos ]

Choose the map layers you'd like
displayed

M River/Lakes

W Towns Boundaries

™ Elevation

M Roads

" Landuse

M Wetlands

W Conserved Lands

W Large Forest Blocks

M Intenior Forest Habitats

M Certified Vernal Pools

M Prionty Habitats of Rare Species
M Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife

Decide whether to zoom in, zoom out
or move around the map

[ Zoom Out2x =

Click on the map or press "Refresh”
button to generate your map

Refresh

o 0.3 0.6 mi Scale 1:17130 A DYRY




On-line Networking
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Home » Share Info

= Categories Show latest posts Rules Help |~ Search Forum || Go |

Welcome, Guest
Please Login or Register. Lost Password?

|
(2 viewing) addiduaky, 1 Guest

The Acorn Message Board
Please submit your gquestion or observation via email: - - - -, for posting on the board. Thanks!
Forum Topics Replies Last Post
=Y 52 79 Why is it that the content on your
Ask a Professional site is great
Please submit your posting or question via email to:
dbk@eco umass.edu by TLSubmit | 06/22/2011 14:56

for posting on this hoard. Thanks!
25 34 Re:Chapter 61 current use tax

=
IL‘; Woodland Owners Collective Wisdom prgrm: i'm confused!
Other landowners can learn from your experience. Share your story.. whether it is your
experience getting into Chapter 61 or working with & logger for the first time. Your collective by Pete | 04/12/2011 15:31

wisdom, gained from experience, is a valuable community resource.

Please submit your posting or question via email to:
dbki@eco.umass edu
for posting on this board. Thanks!

j 14 23 seo tools

e Wildlife Sightings
Report what, where and when! by SEOTools | 06/13/2011 15:17
Please submit your posting or question via email to:
dbk@eco umass.edu
for posting on this hoard. Thanks!

:j 3 8 Re:ownership disputes

u Your Neighbor, Your Resource
Have extra sap this year? Need extra hands building a trail? Looking for someone to keep an by DLargesse | 06/16/2009 15:52
eye on your land because you live outside the area? Here's the place to find people nearby

who can help.

Please submit your posting or question via email to:
dbki@eco umass edu
for posting on this board. Thanks!



Reqgularly Updated Information About
Local People and Organizations
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Home » Monthly Update » Monthly Highlight » October 2009: Building Community While Sharing the Warmth

October 2009: Bulldmg Community While Sharing the Warmth = =

In these days of uncertainty and stretched wallets, it's good to

know you can count on your neighbor. While it's been a difficult

year for many of us, it's also been an inspiting time. Looking around

| at communities in western Massachusetts, you'll find any number

! of official and unofficial neighborhood groups that are working to
ensure their town's good old fashioned New England self reliance.

Sustainability is in fashion, and many of your neighbors are involved

% in efforts to help promote it, whether it's in terms of your local

4 environment or your local community, bath of which of are entwined

with the other.

SIGN UP

FOR NOTIFICATION
OF MONTHLY UPDATE
FORACORN

TAKE A SURVEY

ENTER TO WIN A
FREE VISIT TO YOUR LAND
BY AN ACORN FORESTER!

In Ashfield, a group formed about this time last year in response to the sky-high costs of heating oil that
were anticipated for the winter. Knowing a good Massachusetts winter can become a real financial
burden when it comes to heating your home, a group of like minded community members decided to
pool their efforts and find a way to ease this burden for those people in their town who may be
struggling. Donning the name Share the Warmth, the group found a local home weatherization
professional to provide training on the basics of weatherizing your home, that is, keeping the warm in
and the cold out. After receiving training on basic weatherization techniques, and raising money for
supplies at the Ashfield Fall Festival, Share the Warmth members and supporters went out and
weatherized the homes of a dozen Ashfield residents, with the goal of reducing the burden of heating
costs for those families.

Like most good ideas, home weatherization had a cascade effect, and Share the Warmth has now
grown from a loosely organized group of people interested in better insulating homes, to a core group
with nine committees, an official mission and logo, and a couple handfuls of community sustainability
efforts underway. Many of the activities of Share the Warmth involve, literally, just that. They coordinate
a community firewood pile at the town transfer station, so residents with unneeded wood can add it to
the pile for people needing wood to heat their homes. They collect {and some people even knitl) warm
winter clothes, which are available for free at the local churches' regular food pantry. And, new this year,
they have planned a free workshop, courtesy of the Center for Ecological Technology (scheduled for
October 13, 7pm, in the Ashfield Town Hall), on improving your home energy efficiency.



Tell the story In different ways
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Home » Monthly Update » Monthly Highlight » March 2011: The Kinne Brook Valley

March 2011: The Kinne Brook Valley

Kinne Brook Yalley landowners have worked together over the past 15 years to conserve their land and
ensure the entire area stretching between two state wildlife preserves would remain open agricultural

land and protected woodlands. We sat down with one of those landowners, Paul Strasburg, to discuss
how the neighbors worked together and learmned how to protect their land. The interview can be seen on

SIGN UP this short {4 min) video below. Please view the video on YouTube by clicking the photo below or the link
FOR NOTIFICATION below it.
OF MONTHLY UPDATE

FORACORN

TAKE A SURVEY

ENTER TO WIN A
FREE VISIT TO YOUR LAND
BY AN ACORN FORESTER!

http:finewwe. youtube. comdfwatch ?v=aB3WGEhhviBw

Additional Resources:
Highland Communities Initative
Hilltown Land Trust

Franklin Land Trust




Local Contact Information
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Home b Chesterfield

MassACORN
Contact Information for Resources in Chesterfield

A land trust is a non-profit, non-governmental organization that A senice forester Is an employee of the state forestry agency who
actively works to conserve land as a part of its mission. can speak with you and visit your land to provide free advice on
management options and program opportunities.

Hilltown Land Trust

332 Bullitt Road Sean Libbey

Ashfield, MA 01330 P.O. Box 484

Phone: {413) 628-4485 Amherst, MA 01004
Email: ContactUsi@hilltown-land-trust. org Phone: (413) 545-4539

Email: sean.libbey@state.ma.us
Massachusetts Audubon Society

Lincoln, MA 01773
Phone: {781) 253-3500 A private forester Is a licensed professional forester that can

assist yow in managing your woods. There are two types of private

Mew England Forestry Foundation foresters. Consulting foresters generally work independently or in
F'Q Box 1348 small firms and are paid directly by the landowner. Industrial
Littleton, MA 01460 Foresters are employed by a sawmill or other wood-using industry.
Phone: (378) 952-6856

The Nature Conservancy Thomas L. Anderson

205 Portland Street, Suite 400 Box 270, 73 East Street

Boston, MA 02114 Chesterfield, MA 01012

Phone: (517) 227-7017 Phone: (413) 296-4546

Email: massachusetts@tnc.org Email: Tomi@berkshirehardwoods.com

Business Name: Berkshire Hardwoods
The Trustees of Reservations )
572 Essex Street Brian Bower
Beverly, MA 01915-1530 305 Country Route 20
Phone: (378) 921-1944 Cairo, NY 12413



Engaging More and Different
Landowners é é

Thereds mor e
than cutting trees

t
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Back to gallery
Spring Arrives in Acornland

Cowvered Bridge




Local Poets
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Home » Monthly Update » Monthly Poetry Selection » November2009: The Wood Pile

November 2009: The Wood Pile = =

Out walking in the frozen swamp one gray day,
| paused and said, "l will turn back from here.
Mo, | will go on farther - and we shall see.”
- The hard snow held me, save where now and then
(g?ﬁgfmfff'g;g?n One foot went through. The view was all in lines
FOorR ACORN Straight up and down of tall slim trees
Too much alike to mark or name a place by
So as to say for certain | was here
TAKE A SURVEY Or somewhere else: | was just far from home.
ENTER TO WIN A A small bird flew before me. He was careful
F‘:\{[TNV;\S&)ELYF‘(’;:&;‘:; To put a tree between us when he lighted,
And say no word to tell me who he was
Who was so foolish as to thin what he thought.
He thought that | was after him for a feather-
The white one in his tail; like one who takes
Everything said as personal to himself.
One flight out sideway would have undeceived him.
And then there was a pile of wood for which
| fargot him and let his little fear
Carry him off the way | might have gone,
Without so much as wishing him good-night.
He went behind it to make his last stand.
It was a cord of maple, cut and split
And piled - and measured, four by four by eight.
And not another like it could | see.
Mo runner tracks in this year's snow looped near it.
And it was older sure than this year's cutting,

SIGN UP




And Locally Loved Writers



