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Common Outreach Assumptions 

Â Professionals know what landowners need to 

learn to be good stewards 
 

Â Professionals are the most credible source of 

information 
 



Landowner Decisions 

Â Most Landowners simply enjoy their land 

ÂDonôt plan ahead 

Â Infrequent 

Â Reactive 

Â Often hurried & without the benefit of all their 

options. 



When decisions do arise, 

landowners often turn to friends 

and neighbors. 

Not management plans 



ñI need the information AND a 

friend to talk to about it.ò 

   Focus Group Participant 



Why Friends and Neighbors? 

Â Trusted 

Â Unbiased 

Â First hand experience 

Â Know local information 

Â Know us 

Â Like us - share our values 

Â Available for time sensitive decisions 

ÂSpeak a landownerôs language 



Landowners have much to learn from each other! 



Connecting Landowners can take placeé 

Â Informally, such as neighbors talking over 

the fence: Dump, Post Office, General Store 

 

Â Through Internet-based tools, such as 

discussion boards 

 

Â Formally, through facilitated events 

 



What is a Woods Forum 
ñCreate the Spaceò 

 

Â Facilitated program where landowners can share 

their knowledge and experiences with each other 
 

Â Self-directed 
 

Â Opportunity to meet local foresters and land trusts 

who can help them with their decisions.   
 

Â Typically a 3-5 town region 
 

Â Locally sponsored 



A Woods Forum is NOT 

ÂA workshop where  landowners are ñstudentsò, 

there to be ñtaughtò 
 

Â One way communication 


