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Funding 

• MA Energy and Environmental Bond Bill, 
August 2008 

• 1.65 billion over 5 years 
– Agriculture/Forestry 

– Open space conservation 

– Improve state parks/beaches 

– Repair/reconstruct transportation infrastructure 

– Energy efficiency/renewable energy  

 



  Working Forest Initiative 

• One-Stop-Shopping 
– Carbon sequestration 

– Forest Viability 

– Estate Planning 

– Forest Stewardship 
– Community Forest Stewardship  

   Grant Program 

 

• Green Certification  



Working Forest Initiative 

• $740,000 

• Initial Period 4 year 

• Extend 4 years 

 

• Contracting with UMass extension and 
MA Farm Bureau 

 

• Leverage other grant money 



Current Use Programs 

• Ch61 – Forestland 
– MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIRED 

 

• Ch61A – Agriculture  

               and Horticulture 
 -  MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIRED IF 

  PRODUCTIVE WOODLAND 

 

• Ch61B – Recreation 
– MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIRED IF  

   HARVESTING 



  Enrollment 

• Stewardship 
• 2009-20012 

– 620 Landowners 

– 44,600 acres 

– 68% dual 
enrollment 

 

– $11/acre 

• Current Use 
• With management plan 

– 7000 Landowner 

– 450,000 acres 

– 19 % of landowners 

 





Outreach 

• Mailings 
– Solicitation 

– For enrollees – keep engaged 

• Evening talks 

• Woods walks 

 

 

 

 

Direct 



Outreach 

• Events 
– Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition 

– Display 

• Collaborating with partners 
– Woods forums 

– Town Open space committees 

– Keystone (Coverts) 

• Community Stewardship 

 

• Private Consulting Foresters 

Indirect 

Bottleneck 



Community Forest Stewardship Grant    

 The purpose of this grant is to 
aid communities:  

 

1.In putting forest stewardship into 
practice. 

 

2.Help connect the local citizens to 
their forest and the benefits these 
forests provide—including a local 
source of wood products 



Municipal Stewardship Plans 1991 to 2011 



  TELE training 

• Service Foresters 
– 2 Workshops 

 

• Consulting Foresters 



Lesson Learned 

• Mailing 

– Use language that will connect 

– Color code 

– Post card 

 

• Events 
– Keeping track of what people pick up 

 

Marketing 



 Lessons Learned 

• Management Plan 
– Not set up well 

– Title 

– Maps 

 



  Next Steps 

• Direct Mailing Deerfield River Watershed 
– Incorporate lessons learned 

– Response card 

– Language 

 

• Management Plan 
– Revamp 

– Move maps and specific property information to 
front of plan 



  Next Steps 

• NRCS Liaison –  

• Plan implementation 

• outreach program to landowners in the 
Connecticut River Watershed 
– Working with established organizations in the area 

– Community 

– Peer-to-peer 

 


